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Are you with me?
Gabriel Flores

Growing up in southern 
California, i have had the 
chance to sample some real 
interesting weed. stress or 
Mexican weed, as we called 
it was usually low-grade, 
seedy, dry packed weed that 
you paid much less for than 
an 1/8th of chronic. 

This weed was usually imported from 
the south of the border and other Latin-
American cannabis exporting countries; 
as it is highly illegal, the transport of 
cannabis into California is a dangerous 
operation for smugglers, so the weed 
is packed into bags and pressed 
into bricks, which makes it easier to 
transport. This process turns the buds 
into hard, dry, flat flakey nuggets that 
many smokers consider low-grade, but 
it’s cheap! Anyway, sometimes when you 
buy a bag of this stuff you luck out and 
it’s relatively fresh, seedless and smells 
like a skunk’s ass!

The nugs still looked like they’d been 
in some granjero’s (farmer’s) saddlebag, 
but the aroma of the skunk oil all over 
my fingers made my mouth water as 
I broke open a nug to roll a joint.  The 
smoke from this oily weed was thick and 
unforgiving. About mid-joint I could feel 
the brain tingling, and my eyes began 
to get heavier and heavier with each 
great exhale of it’s hazy vapor. A cloudy 
microclimate had now formed in the 
garage. It had become a foggy, humid 
cave, an unmanageable dark jungle 
of terraform. Minutes later, my bowl of 
cereal and I sat down to watch a movie 
in the living room. I couldn’t tell you what 
movie was on, but damn I miss that guy 
that used to get me that weed!

In high school, my friends and I rarely 
had enough money for new skateboard 

wheels, or cool backpacks, but we could 
always put aside some lunch money for a 
dub ($20). Don’t get me wrong, we were 
good kids, smoked a ton of chronic when 
we had the funds, but one was always 
looking for a good bag of stress to safely 
make it through the weekend without 
running out. Summer vacation might 
have been a real drag for us kids had 
it not been for those sneaky smugglers 
down south, risking it all to keep us so 
stoned. 

Later on in life, when similar financial 
circumstances arose, the stress could 
always be found if you asked around. It 
was then that a real appreciation for this 
Mexican weed and the journey it had put 
me on was realized.

Over the years, I collected seeds 
from more than one good bag of buds 
and finally grew my own crop of stress. 
My first grow was entirely from bag-seed 
as it’s called. Being naive, I bought a 
1000-watt HPS light, germinated my 
seeds, and sat back. I had no idea how 
to grow weed, but it instantly became a 
passion. Amazed at the raw beauty and 
primal majesty of this little plant, which 
many misinformed do-gooders would 
have seen destroyed had my little grow 
room been found out. I was determined 
to protect them from the clutches of any 
law-enforcement and the cruel world 
outside. I was careful, told no one about 
my new hobby and became almost 
hermit like. I watched my seedlings 
grow into four-foot sativa 
goddesses, sparkling with 
trichomes, dripping 
with resin. 

Like I said, I had no idea what I was 
doing yet, only a rapidly growing 
fascination with these plants.

I managed to harvest a quarter 
pound of good sensi that winter and 
never looked back. As a serious medical 
grower now, I’m glad I had a chance to 
cut my teeth with some real hardy old 
land-race weed back then. It didn’t cost 
me too much to get started. I’m a grower 
for life now and I owe it all to those cheap 
bags of stress and the seeds I kept. So 
roll one up for all those granjeros down 
south the next time you medicate. If it 
wasn’t for all their hard work, we may 
never have come so far, not only as pot 
smokers, but also as people. Even now, 
as the helicopter circles my field and the 
sheriff prepares to raid my property, I 
take a great deal of pride in what I do, 
and will stand by my work as to me its 
fair and honest. I have no fear. Times 
aren’t always easy, but when are they 
ever? Growers will always grow. I’m 
no tough old granjero but I’m not going 
down with out a fight. Are you with me? 

long live Marijuana, and long live 
the people who cultivate it against 
all odds.

From the front lines of the 
war on drugs. 
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With the recent changes 
in Colorado, it could help 
Uruguay to also join the 
race of legalization of 
marijuana for recreational 
use by adults. 
Uruguyan President “Pepe” Mujica has 
had the foresightedness and courage 
to propose a strategy to reduce if not 
eliminate the crime from drug gangs 
surrounding the Cannabis trade. 
President Mujica on Aug 8th 2012, 
submitted the proposal to parliament 
to legalize Marijuana under total 
government controlled regulation, 
production and trade.

This bold move makes Uruguay yet 
another region in the western world 
to propose legalizing Marijuana for 
recreational use exclusively with a harm 
reduction point of view, since it would 
effectively sever the drug gang’s link in 
the black market trade as it removes the 
“gateway” to hard drugs associated with 
dealers that peddle marijuana as well as 
hard drugs such as cocaine. President 
Mujica’s initiative provides a safe 
environment for Marijuana users in the 
absence of other hard drugs, and a crime 
free environment in which to purchase 
this benign plant, which most regard as 
wholly beneficial.

At the 6th Summit of the Americas, held 
in Cartagena Columbia in April 2012, 
several Central and South American 
leaders voiced their frustrations with the 
failed US War on Drugs and it’s policies, 

which despite squandering seven trillion 
dollars from its inception in 1972 to date, 
has created an ideal environment for 
drug gangs and drug related violence to 
thrive, whilst production and drug use 
have continually increased. Hundreds 
of thousands have been killed and 
innocent citizens are locked up daily, 
like my good friend and Activist Juan 
Vaz, who is the forefront of the Cannabis 
Movement in Uruguay – he was locked 
up for almost one year for growing 
plants! Subsequent to this unfortunate 
and arbitrary incarceration, he began 
advising President Mujica and the 
Uruguayan congress on drafting reforms 
for the United Nations and now assists 
other leaders and governments at an 
international level. This is progress we 
can all be proud of and Uruguay may 
soon be the paragon of sensible drug 
policy worldwide.

Mike Bifari

Uruguay... 
the whole world is watching you

36     www.weedworld.co.uk 

THIS INFORMATION IS FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT INTENDED FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES

NEWS

WW102.indd   36 14/11/2012   17:04

SAMPLE  
PAGE



94     www.weedworld.co.uk 

THIS INFORMATION IS FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT INTENDED FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES

STRAIN REPORT

WW102.indd   94 14/11/2012   17:08

SAMPLE  
PAGE



One of my all time 
favorite varieties, 
Cream Caramel, 
is now recently 
available as an 
auto�owering 
strain. I had the 
privilege to grow 
and taste it before 
it entered the Sweet 
Seeds catalog.

The plants are all 
very strong and 
vigorous, with 

thick stems, prepared to sustain the 
heavy buds produced by this sweet 
strain. I grew 5 plants and their final 
height was between 50cm and 60cm. 
They are easy to grow, adapting very 
well to small spaces and to adverse 
conditions. The plants were harvested 
66-71 days after the germination of 
the seeds. I decided to harvest after 
observing the flowers with a microscope 

and verifying that many of the trichomes 
were already changing their color to 
amber. I am really impressed with their 
production, they produced the thickest 
buds I’ve ever had in my 400wHPS 
indoor grows, I am changing my mind 
about the autoflowering strains, they are 
known for being very fast, and now with 
this Caramels also very productive.

They were cultivated with 36w of CFL 
lights in the first 10 days of life and then 
with 400w always with 18/6. One may 
think that growing always with a 18/6 
photoperiod supposes a higher electricity 
expense, but this autoflowering strain 
allows the gardener to harvest three or 
four weeks sooner than usual, saving 
almost a month of electric consumptions. 

In my opinion one thing makes up for the 
other and after all, if we are in a hurry 
to have some weed ready to smoke, 
the autoflowering varieties making it 
possible to harvest almost a month 
earlier than the “no-autos”, this only 
goes for indoor growing, because when 
it comes to the outdoor growing, like with 
all autoflowering varieties, if seeds are 
sprouted in the beginning of the spring, 
harvest will be done before summer, 
avoiding the usual wait until the first 
weeks of autumn.
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